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T::a.nslation from lJktrain:ian "

Dro14. Shkilnyk
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f i tn'bing abou'N sn cp.sr;ie tire ar;lt l :elrt-i.c1'L;y of wirieh i-s npheLd

by the "rerrish Un.i ' i ;ed l l- i.as Set'tnl.ce in Tej- Avj-r ' (Israet-) , I tm hcplng

tha-i; the descr*i 'beC act cf mercry'w:i-i l  }:e a con'brj 'brt"i ing fac'i;rrbcward

the ci-arlfication of tl]:;:r'ai-n:i.g:r-,Jerrr sh reiat:Lcns. ?i're episori'e de*

scr.i'ued. here :i.s nr-i; lnr.ictlie* There a,ie iru.rrdreCs and ev'en -t;i:c'irsgnds of

Sitch ins'L;ance$" The A'i; 'b:i i ;uCe ,lf the popu-"'a'L;lon of' Wes'be:'n Ukra:i 'ne

r,./AS Otle of c;nnOSt'r;'iOu totta.rd the rOi;SS 9n'b:'-oTew:iSkr aC'f iOtts of i:r'S-bjt-

llti:,1" The synpatlr.y of 'bhe Ulrreinialls was r'dth 'ui're suff'eL"ing Jclr-lsh

pcoulaiio;: "
}espi .betheeruel . tyanr l tergc,r ' j .smcf.bheH:Lt] .erneg" i tneubegi .n*

ni.rrg with ou"r Ne-lJi.opal itan p,ndler,t shep'i;;y'"t,s:i{:y s:rd end:irrg wj'"i;h tl1e

ayerage ilafle t:re Jew.l.sh pop'Lr'j-atic:i h"ad the noraj- a:'id mai;er:il'l- supl;urt

of alL ciasses of i;ire T,ikraj.:i:i:!"a:ll po?ui'atj"ono &s is e"'r'i-d'en'b frll$ the

mar."ty.red dea'Lh of the .Lai,e Re'v'jfnil-i*n Kovchn thLs slrrnrraj;j1y i'tj'tit

the i 'er,^rish poir:-t ia'bicn veciu-ire$ grceb, ln fact l:evoic* effcrts and

sacr.Lfi.ce"

it is, thereforeg necessary to po:i.nt o' ' t.b rt ith bl.tte:rness ihat

the lead.i-ng Je.,vi-sh circlee aild tl':e Jei'ij-sh press fa:L'l- to reeogt:iz'e thls

and ccntir'u.e to mai.ir.i;a.:-ri an at-f:i-i;rlrie of enm:i.-i;1" i;s'brre u1<rs-i-n:i'a:r peopLet

the:i-r effort,e torr,ar",is i-ndepenc$-'lliueo ar'r'd their he::ces and natj-cnal

Leaders,
The G:reat Tla.b',;:l * €rs he was crrii-ed by -the Jer'rish peopl-e '" w?,s

!.aron Rukacn "- "bhe Rarrbi r:f 3el'-z iWcsi;e:rl Uilr:elj'ne) a tXescenctr*:t-b of a

verv' o-Ld famjriy of r'ab'bi-s, TIe 
"as 

iiv:C'\rn not cn'l3' in lfeste:rn Ukyaine

jrut in the entj_re erei,r:Lsh ruorj.c., The c-rt'rrctrcx Jeus worshj.ppecl h-:m a}*

rnost lJ-i;e a God; in Beiz lre was vj-s:l'i;ed i:ry gr'eat pe::sot:olities no"b

cnl-y of the Jewisil world,, but al-so by fanous persijr iaLi'b'Les of the

Cirr ist ianworldar0ongthemme:rrbersofroyal farr i l ies.
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th,e Jew:i-sh ponr,rla.''.;ion t^rcn-b to him fo:' advlce tn the rnost im-

portant familSr mattersr ai:cl po-1--l-i-':i.c'al- prcbleiirs and they followed his

advice very c1-osel-y. He iiad ruj.der :rlane n:rd enjoyed greater confi*ence

than any other ra'biri - gr"ea-Lerbhan thal; of 'uhe frabbi of Lviv who

was re$c'ued b;r r;he l '-ate i ie-b-'rcnol:itan A-',$hep'i:; '- isky.

I dc not karrr exa.:'t'J..ir whel: 'cir.e physj-c.r-i-]-y t,'es1t ral:b1 reset'iied
in the cii;y of ?el"enyshl-€,r,y * b'i-lt f iliini.: i'U r,.ras neat: ;he eirrJ. cr the fix's-l:

scrvj-et occupa"b:i-on fo:: at 'i;ira'i; -tirne f1-eeh:.g bef';re tl.re aclva:rc'e of 'hhe

Cleflrra.i'l frtill.l':1":rtc okra:l-ne *. ina:iy Jews (abor:t ireY-)0) came -bo thi-s city"

The ar"r'iva.L anu]. r"es.ldence cf thi-s rabbi i'ras hei.d i-i: greatest eecl'ecJ'.

I learnecl crf i-b oiriy' aftel.f iracl become the maycr of ?erentyell l-an3" the

ci-,cy rshe:.e for l? years I hacl se:'ved cn the judicial bench a:rct" 'i;iranks

to tire ?ro'yicience of Gcdu I was -i;he only judge to survj-ve the l{ltt[}

terror of the first cccupa.ti-ono

Immediate".L.y after tlre eni;::y of the G.e--:rna,l arinlr i.nto the ci-'b;'z on

Jrilly 1-,. i-94i.e the niass grave -i.n ruhicit'Jj r:rtrcle:'ed -l.eading Ultra:l-n;ans

fron-bhe ?eremyshlany rl isti 'rc'b had been buriectr the nigh-b before was

oi:e;:ecl' ff'ber the ni.l.tilated bodies ha.d been exhumed an,S l"egal and me*

cij-:aI iyrvesttga.ticirs comp-'.e-beci, i"1; t,ras n'ece;sar;r becarrse of the heat,

"i.-cr rebu.ry tl ie f. icdies inimeo.ia'reiy. t lo dc'ui: j.s permiss:Lon was require'd

from i;he iocal military eomlrendern Jf'ber mid;righ'b of Jr-rJ-y ?lde I tcgel;her

lr.Lth Fa.ther T,,l1.o',icn reCe:ived th'.i.s pe:mtssion" lthe German gene:r:al

.r".-rs€d tir is occas:lcn t-o pa'essutre me into accep'bi.ng 'bhe dut:-es of t ire

nla.-i,Jr. 3"u11-y av/a,:'e of ro,hat heavy responsibilittes wottld confron'b me

j,n thj-s pr:sit i-ono .[ f inal-iy accepted"

ff;6'u1 a. week after the ai:r':1.';al of the G'er,nan a'rmly'r as I was

.e'{tt ina' i:a mv ' j.egal. cira.nbe:'e, St,i i ir; irchynsky, "i;he secre"tat'y of the

n.lni-cipal counci.J.o hurs-! '; irr.:plrr. me abou'i; ncoir aird terrj-f ied told me

'Ll:iat t,1re "r'eiuj..s:t 
qua;te;rg liere abl.a.ze and 'lha'b trn-i;i'-,Tet'ish pogroms

harl comroencedo $ri:rpr, ': l .seo bf this "incred.:Lble tri.: o:l informatione I pre'-

pared -Lo {jo to the slbe of' the t::lruole oir13i -bo }rar,'e -b"re secretafy bar

my path sa;*I-ng, nI w:i-l--r- not; rei you go * 'the Geman soldiers hav'e

sprea.d gaso,"lps over all four of the sJ-nagogues, set f lre tq them and

g. '
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are now snatchj-irg lrevs and 1;hrcu-!-::g the'n rilbo the cciif).agwltion and

encour3ging the \,,,orse e-l.ernents cif bhe !,:pu.l*-i;j-on 'iir phys:i-cal a-bt'ac}<

upon .bne tr:erfs, If iroi-l iitterfere v;i-'ch fhe ac"l,s of 'che Gcffian soi'di"er''s

y'1q w:i"1- ' i-  not heip me'b'be::s bu.'u lv: i- l- I  o:r ly succeed in'e:tpusj":rg v'curseif

to g: 'eab C'sn.ger, ir

I  am 
'br"icf.Ly mei1.t ic\:1j-ng th:Ls episcde because the son of the

j;si:bi of Be'Lz perishecl iiLthiS pcgl'{lln * ire was throt'^r': alive in'io 'L'l:}'c''

bui^ningsyYlagogl leoTh. i .s l^ lasat. iagic. .b j .cwto.bherai : ,h i*hecausethis

was the only clesce':rdant j .n'uire l . , . i te - i ;o keep the ra-l lb-lr i : ica1 J' i tr ' 'e wli icl :

had stretched- over a 'ih.L'.lsanci ]tears 'i;-i1''i1.clien,

A fGll da;is ].ater a.:.ei, l j -sh cielega-.;:1on carne to gee m(e" From it

T f irs.b lear,ec tnat the Ra?:tr i  of l lelz was j 'u ?eu'e;lysh1anf * s'n'd of t :he

d.ea,rh of hle son" I'b also iaforne$ rne -i;hat alt armecl bc'ai ha'd e:rtered'

the clweiling of the rabbi, robbeil it co*rpletel-y', taki-'.g €'\'"en ?J1 eJ1*

tj-o,11e si lver and gotd t. :1.t 'ual. rei igicr-rs oi; iec"b, a. rnirr ic coat, u::der- '

clo.blr i .ng, bedding, and other : i- ' tems ancl iha-i;  s:nl i iar pi l fel^ing and'

:robbery wag occur:Lng:Ln 
.,cire c.L,uy. lTlore and inore of,uen' D,i,sturbed by'

this unpleasan"b renoi"il,, I :Lmrne '-'a-bell' Stnilni'lned tiie conr'tg'''ies' c:f thc

city potice, T repriroanrted hj-rn sharply' for his fa:j-l-uz"e 'bo keep i'aw

and order ln spite of the fac-i; that he comma-ncne,i an a:rnteod pc1-:i.ce and

uncler the .bhrea.t cf rl,=smi.,:ciilg 1 his fori:e if he fa:ll-ett, r cornma'derl h:i':i

to reco'er tlie 
.beJ-orlgr-ngs of b,e r.*bbi" l{i"bhin 24 }rours the p.i-'o@ f,o*

turi i ,ed al l  the rabbitsbeicngings i;o me anctr I  retrrrned them-L;o hirn'

,Tlrepl ightof the'Tet. i is}rpopu.3-n'b 'J,onbecamenoretragicevery

dav? Jew:'lstr c,runcil iJr.idenra'L) ancl J'ewish police -' s-brictly urrder the

jur. j .srl ict ion of the oes'uapo * l i€Ie cr"ea-bedo frequent moiretary contri*

brrt ions irere reouested, irorr.sehold beloirgi:rgs $/ere confisca"tec, forced

l-aboyi . , ra.sesta]- .1 j is ,heclntnes' l ; l ' lngest ' le i^ ls l ' /ereremovecx-bcccn{ ' }en"b:ra*

t ion canps, t i-re G'irryttc was e's babl ' i-shed" Ta:l: l 'ne' epidemics' e'Kecu"ti-o11$"

a1i th. is Crea-':ed great faar " '  helL rvir: i-ch eYen lal ' i ;e could not 'desc:ribe"

Hes,elnuststatetha'Lt ,e ' - i ;h- iheul l ra i : i r ;anaswel iasthe?ol i -e:rpcpu" '*

l-ai;ion of the c:Lty sypa-bhi'aed rleep'Ly with the s'-rfferj'trg of tlre Jews

and shor.red $any ac-i:s of mercy and saerificei a*rc} one must irernenber
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that aid to Jfe\' is was punishab-ie t 'y dea'th or confinement in the concen'*

tration camp - in other r^ronrns a slow martyred dea'tho

Ln gre mids'r, '  of euch ci: 'cumstances a delep;a-i, ion representins

the rabi:i and the entire ,reruish population cnce a€jain cane to see me

and ::enuested me to save 'che fife only of the rabll i .- i i is famil;; l 'rou'l 'cl

share the fate of the othe:: Jet^rs. Upcn sone reflection T told i;he

deleeat ion' i ;hat  I  couid no'b do thrs fou' they,  themseivest l ' /ere wel i

ar^/pl.e of ihe consequences for me shou:ld' it become known that f Lriot

a ra.bbi; f s-ba-bed that I deepi-y sympa-bhized with the trag:ic pcsiticn

oftheJervish'oopuia, . t ionandtheprob].emofthera,o. l : j .ofBeizper-

plexed me deelly, I couLtl give ao otkrer ansl'rer to iz delegabion con*

sieting of a nurnber of peoTlle because of the i-r 'tpori:ance of ta'e ques"

t ion and the need for seerec5'"

Howevrrr, the desire to rescu{e the rabbi pers'ecuted roe in spi'-be

of -l;he 1cnow1-edge of the great rislc to my fami-.Ly and mS"seif shortld ' l '

try -bo do soo trra'lking down the etreet I noticed an emltSr three"'s{;rz'y

buil-ding (three buiLdi.rrgs away f'orn m]" home) r^rith an atti"c apartmeirt

the inhabitants of which had beer: t::ansfe::re'd to the Ghet'to" It s'eemed

to ne that this attic drveli ing would be a goorn hiding place for .blte

rabbl-n,

The ciby council emp)-oyed F.n oniy Jew '- . l,z:Llber; an elec-

'cti-cian who \da$ very trustworthy and coope:rati" '/€" He lvas the only

Jer,rish erper''o r,rhro |ad escaped 1.j-quidati-on and t'ras preserved aimost

lilce a showpiece" I summorrecl hj.m anl tol-cl him tha't I !/as desi'gna-

ting the mentioned bu:i-'l-ding as a s'iorage for elec',u:'ical 'equi'tr1:nent and

thalr h.e wor.l ld be exc111.si\t 'eiy::esponsible fo:: the tuhol-'e building. I

ordered that an al?roilr j.ate brl lboarrl be hur'g a'c the enbrance doors

and tolrl him he could lccate scr0eolle i.n 'Lhe a' '--1;ic quarters to scrve

as a watchinan agai-nst 'bheft" The elec'bricie;r sutrniserl whom I irad in

mi..ncl" r{e fuif iLl.ed my orders wel-1 a::tx serrred ae a good' l- i 'aison be'cweerr

6.re nagested" ra,'obi and the outsrde wo?tdn



After some time f dcc:.C,ecl to visit the rabiri aild make his ac*

qllaintance, T entered hj-s qua::iers after nldnight and we greeted each

other ccri-l i .aJly', The rabbi -bhaiiked me for the assis'Lanae bu-t was gr:ea'b*

I,y depressed by the sort:ow i,rhich harl befallen him ar.d the Jevrj-sh popt-t.La*

t ton" He snolre l i t tLe * 'but  eager ly l is tened to my re-tort  of  coi ' r - te i l *

8.1-,a^v, , /  1nr.- '1 gnCl i , /Of l -d Si tUat iOnoyvndrJ LvwaL

gne day at -bhe end of f iugrrs-u A942 my w.:-fe phoned me to coi i le

hoin,e because sofle ir: lgh off icer of an unl(nown army had arrivern in fa'otrL-

of my irome i:; an el-cgai:'b car and r^rantecl to hat'e an inipor{;ant br;r-'b pri*

vate tal l< with me, l \ t  homc I foi:-:rd a Hungarnan Col-onel iv ' i lo toicl me

tha.b on the authori- za-ri.on of the l.,iinister of nef ense i-n Budap'est he

iras a cer'-bain missicn to perfc,m br-r-b that he wott ld tai i t  aboul; i ;hj 's tc

ine r?on1y eye to €I8o !I

r.{hen i, fe \, fere glone the CcLone| a.sked me whe'{;hcl '  I  cou}d pcint

ou.t -bo him the dwelling of 'che l'lrbi of Belz anr$ ar:r'ai;ge fcr a 'i;al-!:

l ; i ih hin, ?or a minute I remained si lent" The thoughb f1'ashecl

.i;hrough my rn:Lnd that this was a bit of Gestapo p1"o'voca"i;j-on eurtl r,hal;

'bhe errd had come fcr both the r"abb1 aad my'self" I':inal-l-yo f ansvrer'r;cl

+;hat I knot,l of no rabbi and cto no-t, krrow j.f ally sirc}r 'pel.Soii i.esj.tlee

in -bhe city, Howerrer, 1 did say that I could nalne a person who could

possibl-y' trinorv of such things ancl perhaps this persc'n cor-r-ld contac't him

r,dth tbe rabb:-,

Inafer^ ldaystheelec-br ic iannot i f iedmethatt i ierabbiasks

ne to\,, ieit  him" I complied rr i th th-is reques-b ald f. tLn'r} 'brlre rabbi in

a. rauch be'iter frarae of mind 'Lhan fo:rme:r)'y', he was calner and tal'"kted

|reely. Lie i;reated me w:-th dr:-ed fr,i;j.-b a:rd gccrl .bohay \,dj.rr,J: all thj.e

ire had recciveC from the lli-rng a'r'i 'alr Jeivs thro'ugh tli:Ls colonel -' he t'ras

5i-.r"pp' i iect wi 'bh money and food t,o the extent tha' i ;  he tcld rne that I no

jcrrgerneedecl tcproir io.ehimwithfood-.1.^/esincejrOlybar lxeeachoihen

fatevrel-i not yealiz:lng t:iiat 'bh.i-s wa's olil" l-as-r; meetj"''t€;"

i .  s '
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IIot l-ong after that the eJ-ectriclan brourght me the ne,"+s that

a.t nlght two Gestapo officers hacl taken the rabbi into a car and out

of the city - where he did not tre1or,u. For a few months I r+as confronted

by the riddle as to whet' l iez' the rabbi had been liguidated by the

Gestapo or taken away so that his l- ife could i:e spared" 'the mystery

was clarified when one autu'mn evening tn a943 an elegant la'sy i'n whont

l  recognlzed the ra,bbi ts s ister or eousin v is l ted me" Trom her I

leazrredthattheRabbihadbeen.bakentoBo]<hnianearCraccwwhere}re

sti1l resided - but t irat :recently his stay there ruas beconing danger*

ous and that he ruould l-ike io return to ?eremyshiany under my guardlan-

ship. T explained to her that this was ir 'rpossible, t[at the Ghei'to had

been liqrridated some time agop that all of the l iv].ng ouarters wer\e

occupledr afid that the trus-bworbhy repairman shared the fate of all

other Jews. f advteed her that with the help of the 'liungari'an Jews the

rabbi be taken to Hungaryt She was satisfied with this ar$vice and said

'bhat she would try to act accordingly'

Afewyearsla.berTreceivednewsfromlsrael that theGreat

Rabbi had succes,sfully made the trip from Bokhnia to Butxapest antl from

.bhere to the ,ff,fomised lantxil - lndependent Is:rael. I, aftez'a great

deal of danger, found rnyself in free gsnada'


